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the attention of all neophyte translators from the German, of 
whom we have such a swarm in our climate. We commend his 
work, also, both to the student of philosophy, and to the general 
reader who may wish to form some clear notion of the life and 
services of that great man, who was at once the fellow-laborer of 
Arnauld and Spinoza, the rival of Newton and Locke, and the 
progenitor of Kant and Schelling. 



8. — Thirteenth Annual Report of the Trustees of the Perkins 
Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind to 
the Corporation. Boston. 1845. 8vo. pp. 78. 

No institution has done more honor to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, than the asylum for the blind, at South Boston. 
It has been fortunate in its inception, fortunate in its progress, 
fortunate in its results : but it has been thrice fortunate in having 
enjoyed from the beginning the services of the distinguished gen- 
tleman who has superintended its affairs. Dr. Howe's achieve- 
ments in the cause of humanity it would be idle and almost pre- 
sumptuous to praise ; but we may be allowed to say, and we are 
sure the whole world will respond to the assertion, that the edu- 
cation of a mind from which all knowledge was quite shut out, 
save by a single avenue, and that the narrowest of all, is a grand 
result of the application of genius, and patient thought, and dis- 
interested devotion to the relief of suffering humanity, which has 
for the first time been exhibited to the admiring contemplation of 
mankind. It is a deed that will make the doer's name dear to 
the coming ages ; it is one in whose great light the ordinary 
results of human intellect and industry shrink into comparative 
insignificance. 

The Report of the last year is one of the most interesting that 
have yet been made. After an exposition of the state of the 
institution, follows an Appendix, containing a series of communi- 
cations from Dr. Howe, which will be read with the liveliest 
curiosity. The first is a continuation of the history of Laura 
Bridgman, and embodies some particulars in the development of 
her moral and intellectual nature, which will be likely to attract 
the closest attention of philosophical minds. The religious pub- 
lic have looked with profound interest to her case, hoping to 
draw from it some light to clear up the dark questions of specu- 
lative faith ; and the injudicious ardor of some religious zealots 
has led them, as it appears by this paper, to thwart, to a cer- 
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tain extent, in the absence of Dr. Howe, the scheme of moral 
training which he had traced out. It is to be lamented, that, in 
such a peculiar case, the right purposes of piety should have 
been guided by so wrong a judgment ; but the improper tam- 
pering with the poor girl's religious nature has had at least the 
good effect of convincing all, of whatever faith, that the attempt 
to make Laura comprehend the great truths of the Christian 
religion through the metaphorical and symbolical language in 
which sectarians see fit to clothe their faith must prove, in the 
present state of her mental development, not only wholly un- 
successful, but exceedingly dangerous. The wisdom of Dr. 
Howe's plan, and the soundness of his views, could not have 
been more satisfactorily demonstrated ; and it is to be hoped, that, 
henceforth, inexperienced zealots will keep their clumsy hands 
off from a work that requires suchinfinite tact and delicacy. 

The case of Oliver Caswell is scarcely, if at all, less interest- 
ing than that of Laura Bridgman. The third paper in the Ap- 
pendix is a long and very interesting letter by Dr. Howe, detail- 
ing the particulars in the case of a deaf, dumb, and blind wo- 
man, which fell under his observation at Gosport, England. This 
is followed by an account of an institution in Bruges, where a 
person suffering the same privations as Laura Bridgman is in 
the successful process of education, by the same methods of 
teaching. Several other interesting and affecting cases are 
briefly described, and with them the Report closes. 

There is one part of the machinery of education in this institu- 
tion, which deserves the particular attention of the public ; and 
that is the printing. More books for the blind have come from the 
South Boston press, than from all other institutions in England 
and the United States together. The expenses of this operation 
have been defrayed wholly by money obtained from liberal gen- 
tlemen, by the private solicitation of the superintendent. But no 
printing has been executed during the past year, for want of 
funds. It is stated, however, that the director has just put to 
press a work on natural philosophy, and that he has commenced 
a " Cyclopaedia for the Blind," of which four or five volumes will 
be published during the year, if sufficient aid can be procured. 
It cannot be doubted, that so noble an object will meet the favor- 
able notice of the charitable citizens of Boston, and that the 
needful funds will at once be raised, without adding to the re- 
sponsible and absorbing labors of the director the task of going 
from door to door to collect the contributions of the generous. 
Let an effort be made to place this most important department 
on a permanent and liberal basis, by the concerted action of the 
humane. Some of the overflowing wealth of Boston may well 
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be made to run in this direction ; and surely no better use can be 
made of the bounteous gifts with which our city is blessed, than 
in blessing the blind, the deaf, and the dumb, by enlarging the 
boundaries of their knowledge. 



9. — 1. Journal of Prison Discipline and Philanthropy. Pub- 
lished under the Direction of the Philadelphia Society for 
the Alleviation of the Miseries of Public Prisons. Vol. I. 
No. I. January, 1845. Philadelphia. 8vo. pp. 96. 
2. First Report of the Prison Association of New York. 
December, 1844. New York. 8vo. pp. 63. 

Wk have no room to go into even a statement of the deeply 
interesting subjects discussed in these two pamphlets. The one 
first mentioned is the commencement of a periodical publication, 
particularly occupied with expounding the principles of the 
Philadelphia system of prison discipline. A controversy has for 
some time existed, as the public well know, upon the respective 
merits of the Philadelphia and Auburn systems ; and the cause of 
truth and justice and humanity, as well as of policy, is deeply 
concerned in having both sides of the question illustrated by all 
the light that their advocates can throw upon them. It is, there- 
fore, a fit subject of congratulation, that the able advocates of the 
Pennsylvania penitentiaries have taken this mode of explaining 
and defending their views. 

The second pamphlet is a very satisfactory report of the Prison 
Association recently established in New York. Besides the con- 
stitution of the Society, it contains a collection of valuable statis- 
tics, which deserve the attention of the public, and have an im- 
portant bearing upon the questions as to the proper treatment of 
crime and criminals. 



10. — The Odyssey of Homer, according to the Text of Wolf, with 
Notes ; for the Use of Schools and Colleges. By J. J. 
Owen, Principal of the Cornelius Institute. New York : 
Leavitt, Trow, & Co. 1845. 12mo. pp. 516. 

We have examined this edition of the "Odyssey " with consider- 
able care, and great satisfaction with the manner in which Mr. 
43* 



